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Chiari-like malformation and syringomyelia are conditions that are prevalent in the Cavalier King Charles Spaniel. They seem to be involved in a change in the size of the brain and/or the skull at the back of the head that results in the compression of the brain and spinal cord. This causes severe pain and can also lead to some paralysis. This condition is also common in the human population.

We are researching the cause of this condition in CKCS and examining whether this condition arises before birth. We have looked at stillborn CKCS pups and there is clear evidence of brain compression and alterations in the formation of the skull. We are now keen to examine how this occurs. However to do this, we need to examine stillborn pups from other spaniel breeds. These spaniels act as our controls and they inform us how the brain and skull should be forming and allow us to work out how this is changed in the CKCS.

We are appealing to Spaniel breeders to donate stillborn pups for our research. We are especially grateful to the wider Spaniel breeder community for any donations as we are aware that this condition does not directly affect other Spaniels. 

Currently we examine pups that are stillborn on day of birth or that die within 48 hours of birth.It does not matter if the pups have a defect or have been put to sleep.We provide breeders with a kit that includes a pot to send the pup back to us. We can send these pots out before the pups are born - they are easily stored in a shed, garage or outhouse and have a shelf life of years.This facilitates quick preservation of the whelp.

If you would like to help in our research, we can be contacted on the following email or phone numbers:

Requests for kits for stillborn pups - Ms Elaine Shervill, email eshervill@rvc.ac.uk or Dr Imelda McGonnell imcgonnell@rvc.ac.uk. 

Information about the project - Dr Imelda McGonnell imcgonnell@rvc.ac.uk. phone 020 7468 1223

Many thanks for your help.



